
Wooden’s Words
DECEMBER CALENDAR

at●a●glance
View the full school calendar here.

Tuesday, December 3
➔ 6 p.m. 8th Boys basketball @ JRW

Thursday, December 5
➔ 5:30 p.m. 8th Boys basketball 

@ JRW

Monday, December 9
➔ 6 p.m. 8th Boys basketball @ JRW

Tuesday, December 10
➔ ILearn Checkpoint #2 – ELA

Wednesday, December 11
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls basketball @JRW

Thursday, December 12
➔ ILearn Checkpoint #2 – Math
➔ 11 a.m. Family Pantry
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7th Boys basketball @JRW

Saturday, December 14
➔ 9 a.m. Santa Claus Classic @ JRW

Monday, December 16
➔ 6 p.m. 7th Boys basketball @ JRW

Tuesday, December 17
➔ 6 p.m. Christmas Dance

Wednesday, December 18
➔ 5:30 p.m. 8th Boys basketball 

@ JRW

Thursday, December 19
➔ 7 p.m. Band/Orchestra/Choir Holiday 

Concert @ JRW gym

Friday, December 20 End of Term 2

Winter Break Dec 23–Jan 3

Follow us on Social Media
Please follow our social media accounts for news, information, and 
daily activities happening at John R. Wooden Middle School.
Click on the icons, and you will be directed to our pages!

December
2024

NO PARENT COUNCIL
meeting in December

December Dates to Remember
Dec 3 ◼ 8th Grade Orientation @ MHS (see pg 4)

Dec 10 ◼ ILearn Checkpoint #2 ELA
Dec 12 ◼ ILearn Checkpoint #2 Math

Dec 19 ◼ Holiday music concert

REMEMBER: 
PLUG IN YOUR CHROMEBOOK AND 

LET IT CHARGE THE ENTIRE TIME 
DURING SPRING BREAK!

   Everyone is starting school experiencing changes, which can be 
uncomfortable. Change often creates anxiety. Here are some 
coping skills to manage anxiety:
   1) Take a deep breath in for 4 seconds, hold for 4 seconds, let it 
out slowly for 4 seconds. Do this 4x.
   2) Doodle or draw.
   3) Count backwards from 100.
   4) Reach out to someone for support.

KINDNESS 
AMBASSADORS

The KA Club will not meet in 
the month of December. 
Stay tuned for the next 

meeting date.

MRS. FLOYD’S
LUNCH GROUP

Tuesday, Dec. 10 
Lunch A, B, and C

Get your food in the cafeteria 
and come to Room 11!

MUSIC DEPARTMENT news
  The Holiday Concert will be at 
7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19 in the 
JRW gym. The band, choir, and 
orchestra will perform holiday 
music to put you in the holiday 
spirit. The concert is free and 
open to the public. Donations 
appreciated.
  The 3rd annual spring musical 
will be Matilda Jr. Auditions will 
be held Feb. 11-13. An audition 
workshop will be conducted by 
Mrs. Long and Casey Kersey 
before auditions, where 
students can get tips and 
pointers on how to have a 
successful audition. Join 
Google classroom for Matilda 
Jr. to get updated info. Google 
Classroom code: ahmfevh

JRW Christmas Dance
Tuesday, Dec. 17

6 to 7:30 PM
JRW Gymnasium

$5 admission

Semi-formal optional

Pizza, hot chocolate, 
and other concessions 
available for purchase

Report cards available 
on Skyward

January 10, 2025

https://eventlink.com/login/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sseal_qW_8S-Bkm-11dYVp2s8JOCC-4aPQHyVtOhJZ0/edit
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS


21st Century 
Scholars

  Indiana’s 21st Century Scholars program 
provides up to 4 years of undergrad tuition to 
income-eligible students at participating 
colleges or universities in Indiana, as well as 
step-by-step guidance and support to make 
sure they succeed in college and receive 
support to finish their degree. Click HERE for 
enrollment eligibility information.
  Contact JRW Guidance if you have any other 
questions.

JRWMS Office Hours
Monday through Friday

7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(765) 342-6628

PRINCIPAL Fred Kutruff
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Adam Peterson

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS Kala Brittain and 
Mike Johnson

COUNSELORS Jayne Mertz and Lisa O’Neal
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   The Indiana Department of Education 
(IDOE) has expanded Indiana Learns, 

a grant program providing qualifying families with $1,000 
to spend on math and English/language arts

Indiana Learns: Tutoring 
Grant for Families

tutoring and approved out-of-school academic programs for their 
students. Eligible families will immediately be able to view available 
funds and schedule approved services after viewing multiple 
learning partners in their area.
   Interested families may visit IndianaLearns.org to check if their 
student is eligible. Families will need to enter the student test 
number (STN) and date of birth to verify eligibility. Locate your 
student’s STN on their ILEARN score report or by contacting the 
school’s guidance office.
   Families with questions may reach out to the Indiana Learns team 
by email or by calling (317) 203-9236.

21st Century 
Scholars 
Automatic 

Enrollment
  After the passage of House 
Enrolled Act (HEA) 1449-2023, 
current 7th and 8th grade Hoosier 
students who receive Free and 
Reduced Price Lunch will be 
automatically enrolled in the 21st 
Century Scholars Program. 
Parents and guardians of eligible 
students no longer need to 
complete an application for their 
student to participate.
 Students who are automatically 
enrolled in the program must 
meet all requirements to obtain 
the scholarship upon graduation.

ABSENCES, DISMISSALS, APPOINTMENTS
  To report an absence, change dismissal, or if you are picking your 
student up for an appointment, please call the attendance office 
before 2 p.m. at 765-342-6628 and choose option #1.

KROGER COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM

Link your Kroger rewards card to our school 
so we can earn $$ when you shop! Visit 

kroger.com, log into your account, click on 
Community Rewards, search for John R. 

Wooden Middle School, and click Enroll. You 
must swipe your card to earn rewards.

Student Services
Student’s last name A-L: Jayne Mertz
Student’s last name M-Z: Lisa O’Neal
  
  Student Handbook – An electronic 
version is available on our school website 
under the Home tab or at John R. 
Wooden Student Handbook

JRW Athletic Event Prices
Students $3 🔹 Adults $6

TUTORING
If your student has been 

pre-approved from the State of 
Indiana for tutoring, please contact 

the JRW Guidance Department 
at 342-6628.

 A tutor will set up day/time
    arrangements with you.

Congratulations to the JRW Spell Bowl team! They placed 2nd at 
the area competition in November. Quincy Jordan, Devin Latham, 
Tommy Thompson, Annika Gray, Bently Wangler, Addy Huff, 
Lindsay Flanary, and Brandon Sanders all worked very hard to 
learn the spelling of 1400 words. Mrs. Purkey is very proud of their 
efforts and how well they represented our school! Overall, the team 
placed 36th out of 117 middle schools that competed in Indiana and 
were very close to continuing on as a state finalist!

https://learnmoreindiana.org/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/how-to-enroll/
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
http://indianalearns.org
mailto:info@indianalearns.org
http://www.nursesdirectconnect.com/
http://www.nursesdirectconnect.com/
mailto:jayne.mertz@msdmartinsville.org
mailto:lisa.oneal@msdmartinsville.org
https://msdofmartinsville.org/john-r-wooden-middle-school/
https://msdofmartinsville.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/JRW-Student-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://msdofmartinsville.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/JRW-Student-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets
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2025 FIELD TRIP DATES: MAY 6TH AND 8TH

TICKET PRICES
Pre-sale (Oct/Nov/Dec): $35
Regular (Jan/Feb/Mar): $40

Late (Apr): $45
DEADLINE APRIL 15, 2025

After April 15: $50

● Tickets include bus transportation, socks, and 
price of admission.

● Must return form and signed waiver
● May make a one-time payment or installments – 

must be paid in full before going
● Students with disciplinary issues after 3/1/25 will 

be ineligible to attend unless approved

Mrs. Fraley and the Career Lab
would like to thank 

Realtor Michelle Chandler  
of the Shelia & Michelle Real 

Estate Team and 
Esthetician Hannah Long

for being guest speakers and 
inspiring students to invest in 
themselves and their futures. 

Please support these local businesses 
as they have supported our students.

60 w morgan street
martinsville, in 46151

(812) 820-2334

What does Christmas mean to you?

What is your favorite Christmas song?

“To me Christmas means that we are 
celebrating Jesus's Birthday.”
- Elleigh Musgrave

“To me Christmas means that we are celebrating 
Jesus’s Birthday and being with my Family.”
- Ella Richhart

“My favorite Christmas song is Jingle Bell Rock.”
- Lillian Bunton

“My favorite Christmas song is Rudolph, the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.”- Regan Hacker

Elleigh          
Musgrave

Ella 
Richhart

Lillian 
Bunton

Regan 
Hacker

Written By: Cora Hayden and Lola Woolridge

https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
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2025 FIELD TRIP DATES: MAY 6TH AND 8TH

TICKET PRICES
Pre-sale (Oct/Nov/Dec): $35
Regular (Jan/Feb/Mar): $40

Late (until Apr 15): $45
After April 15: $50

● Tickets include bus transportation, socks, and 
price of admission.

● Must return form and signed waiver
● May make a one-time payment or installments – 

must be paid in full before going
● Students with disciplinary issues after 3/1/25 will 

be ineligible to attend unless approved

Sign up for 
ParentSquare

ID Code
15094025
Deadline
05-22-25

  The JRW Student Council is partnering with 
WCBK’s Truckload of Christmas Toy Drive. We 
will be collecting new items from December 2–13.
  All new items will be accepted, but our goal is to 
focus on gifts for teens in our community. Items can 
be turned into Success classes or can be purchased 
through the Wooden Toy Drive Amazon Wishlist 
using the QR Code and sent directly to the school.
  Join us in making this the merriest Christmas!

https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS

