
Follow us on Social Media
Please follow our social media accounts for news, information, and 
daily activities happening at John R. Wooden Middle School.
Click on the icons, and you will be directed to our pages!

February
2025

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING
6 p.m. ❤ Monday, Feb. 27 ❤ JRW Library

February Dates to Remember
Feb 1 ◼ ISSMA Instrumental Solo/Ensem.
Feb 8 ◼ ISSMA Vocal/Piano Solo/Ensem.

Feb 11-13 ◼ Musical auditions
Feb 12 ◼ Midterm progress reports

REMEMBER: 
PLUG IN YOUR CHROMEBOOK AND 

LET IT CHARGE THE ENTIRE TIME 
DURING SPRING BREAK!

   Everyone is starting school experiencing changes, which can be 
uncomfortable. Change often creates anxiety. Here are some 
coping skills to manage anxiety:
   1) Take a deep breath in for 4 seconds, hold for 4 seconds, let it 
out slowly for 4 seconds. Do this 4x.
   2) Doodle or draw.
   3) Count backwards from 100.
   4) Reach out to someone for support.

KINDNESS 
AMBASSADORS
The KA Club will meet 

Wednesday, Feb. 12 in the 
Library Conference Room 

after announcements.

MRS. FLOYD’S
LUNCH GROUP

Tuesday, Feb. 11 
Lunch A, B, and C

Get your food in the cafeteria 
and come to Room 11!

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
at●a●glance

View the full school calendar here.

Saturday, February 1
➔ ISSMA Instrumental Solo & Ensemble

Monday, February 3
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Thursday, February 6
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Saturday, February 8
➔ ISSMA Vocal/Piano Solo & Ensemble
➔ 9 a.m. 8th Girls Basketball Morgan Co 

Tourney @ Monrovia MS

Tuesday, February 11
➔ 2:45 p.m. Musical Auditions Day #1
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Wednesday, February 12
➔ 2:45 p.m. Musical Auditions Day #2
➔ 6 p.m. Valentine’s Dance

Thursday, February 13
➔ 11 a.m. Family Pantry
➔ 2:45 p.m. Musical Callbacks (if needed)

Tuesday, February 18
➔ 6 p.m. Wrestling @ JRW

Wednesday, February 19
➔ 6 p.m. Swim/Dive @ MHS

Thursday, February 20
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Tuesday, February 25
➔ 5:30 p.m. Wrestling @ JRW

Thursday, February 27
➔ 6 p.m. Wrestling @ JRW

MATILDA JR AUDITIONS: February 11th and 12th
Callbacks February 13th (if necessary)

● You must sign up and turn in a completed audition form to 
audition.

● Find audition study materials in the Matilda Google Classroom.
● Those interested in stage crew must fill out an application and 

get teacher recommendations to be considered. See Mrs. Long 
in the choir room for an application. Applications are due by 
Feb. 14.

JRW Cheer Clinic
3 to 4:30 p.m.

Feb 12 & 26 ❋ Mar 3 & 12
upstairs in the JRW gym

❋ Open to current 6th/7th graders interested in 
trying out for JRW Cheerleading

❋ Please wear athletic clothing and tennis shoes

MIDTERM Friday, Feb 7

6 to 7:30 p.m.
Wed, Feb 12
@ JRW gym
$5 admission

*Semi-formal optional
*Concessions for 

purchase

❖ Our JRW Spring Fundraiser will begin 
February 27.

❖ Info sheets will be sent home toward 
the end of the month.

❖ Last year was a huge success, and we 
look forward to your support again this 
year!

https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sseal_qW_8S-Bkm-11dYVp2s8JOCC-4aPQHyVtOhJZ0/edit
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
https://eventlink.com/login/


21st Century Scholar 
Enrollment

  Indiana’s 21st Century Scholars program 
provides up to 4 years of undergrad tuition to 
income-eligible students at participating colleges 
or universities in Indiana, as well as step-by-step 
guidance and support to make sure they succeed in 
college and receive support to finish their degree. 
Click HERE for enrollment eligibility information.
  Contact JRW Guidance if you have any other 
questions.

Page 2 Wooden’s Words

   The Indiana Department of Education 
(IDOE) has expanded Indiana Learns, 

a grant program providing qualifying families with $1,000 
to spend on math and English/language arts

Indiana Learns: Tutoring 
Grant for Families

tutoring and approved out-of-school academic programs for their 
students. Eligible families will immediately be able to view available 
funds and schedule approved services after viewing multiple 
learning partners in their area.
   Interested families may visit IndianaLearns.org to check if their 
student is eligible. Families will need to enter the student test 
number (STN) and date of birth to verify eligibility. Locate your 
student’s STN on their ILEARN score report or by contacting the 
school’s guidance office.
   Families with questions may reach out to the Indiana Learns team 
by email or by calling (317) 203-9236.

21st Century 
Scholars 
Automatic 

Enrollment
  After the passage of House 
Enrolled Act (HEA) 1449-2023, 
current 7th and 8th grade Hoosier 
students who receive Free and 
Reduced Price Lunch will be 
automatically enrolled in the 21st 
Century Scholars Program. 
Parents and guardians of eligible 
students no longer need to 
complete an application for their 
student to participate.
 Students who are automatically 
enrolled in the program must 
meet all requirements to obtain 
the scholarship upon graduation.

2025 FIELD TRIP DATES: MAY 6TH AND 8TH

TICKET PRICES
Pre-sale (Oct/Nov/Dec): $35
Regular (Jan/Feb/Mar): $40

Late (Apr): $45
DEADLINE APRIL 15, 2025

After April 15: $50

● Tickets include bus transportation, socks, and 
price of admission.

● Must return form and signed waiver
● May make a one-time payment or installments – 

must be paid in full before going
● Students with disciplinary issues after 3/1/25 will 

be ineligible to attend unless approved

Valentine’s Day
What is your favorite Valentine candy?
“My favorite Valentine’s candy is Sweet Tart hearts.”
-Gracie Meadows

“I like the Conversation Hearts the best.” 
-Catherine McGown

“My favorites are chocolate candy but mainly 
Hershey Kisses.”
-Joey Pemberton

“The Heart Sour Patch Kids are my favorite.” 
-Grayson Ferguson

Written By: Abby Shinkle and Kinsey Mooney

https://learnmoreindiana.org/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/how-to-enroll/
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
http://indianalearns.org
mailto:info@indianalearns.org
http://www.nursesdirectconnect.com/
http://www.nursesdirectconnect.com/
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JRWMS Office Hours
Monday through Friday

7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(765) 342-6628

PRINCIPAL Fred Kutruff
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Adam Peterson

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS Kala Brittain and 
Mike Johnson

COUNSELORS Jayne Mertz and Lisa O’Neal
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ABSENCES, DISMISSALS, APPOINTMENTS
  To report an absence, change dismissal, or if you are picking your 
student up for an appointment, please call the attendance office 
before 2 p.m. at 765-342-6628 and choose option #1.

KROGER COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM

Link your Kroger rewards card to our school 
so we can earn $$ when you shop! Visit 

kroger.com, log into your account, click on 
Community Rewards, search for John R. 

Wooden Middle School, and click Enroll. You 
must swipe your card to earn rewards.

Student Services
Student’s last name A-L: Jayne Mertz
Student’s last name M-Z: Lisa O’Neal
  
  Student Handbook – An electronic 
version is available on our school website 
under the Home tab or at John R. 
Wooden Student Handbook

JRW Athletic Event Prices
Students $3 🔹 Adults $6

TUTORING
If your student has been 

pre-approved from the State of 
Indiana for tutoring, please contact 

the JRW Guidance Department 
at 342-6628.

 A tutor will set up day/time
    arrangements with you.

On Dec. 18, 2024, three Youth and Leadership 
Club members rang bells for the Salvation Army 
outside of Kroger as a community service project. 
From L to R:  Rebecca Garrett, Bently Fisher, & 
Anthony Kenworthy. Photo provided by Christa 
Mathews

ybpay.com
ID Code

15094025
Deadline
05-22-25

ParentSquare

  Every fall, MHS partners with Habitat for Humanity to 
build a home for a deserving family using almost 
exclusively MHS student volunteers. Volunteers must be 
at least 16 years old. Although JRW students are not yet 
old enough to help with the building, we can help in other 
ways. A handful of JRW students helped serve the MHS 
football team volunteer builders lunch on the first build 
day back in the fall.
  On Sunday, Jan. 12, nine NJHS and Servant Leaders 
helped serve food at the Habitat for Humanity 
Celebration Banquet at MHS. Pictured below, L to R: 
Piper Price, Cate McGown, Karoline Garner, Allysun 
Smith, Raegan Long, Madison Wood, Kylee Wingler. Not 
pictured: Zach Crismore and Thomas Jackson. Photo 
provided by Christa Mathews

Helping with Habitat for Humanity
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https://msdofmartinsville.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/JRW-Student-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets
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