
Follow us on Social Media
Please follow our social media accounts for news, information, and 
daily activities happening at John R. Wooden Middle School.
Click on the icons, and you will be directed to our pages!

January
2026

January Dates to Remember
Jan. 13 & 26 ◼ Musical audition workshops
Jan. 15 ◼ Swim/Dive photos (order here)
Jan. 20 ◼ Wrestling photos (order here)

   Everyone is starting school experiencing changes, which can be 
uncomfortable. Change often creates anxiety. Here are some 
coping skills to manage anxiety:
   1) Take a deep breath in for 4 seconds, hold for 4 seconds, let it 
out slowly for 4 seconds. Do this 4x.
   2) Doodle or draw.
   3) Count backwards from 100.
   4) Reach out to someone for support.

JANUARY CALENDAR
at●a●glance

View the full school calendar here.

Monday, January 5
➔ Term 3 begins

Wednesday, January 7
➔ Term 2 Report cards posted

Thursday, January 8
➔ 6 p.m. 7/8 Boys Basketball @ JRW

Saturday, January 10
➔ 9 a.m. 8th Boys Basketball Santa Claus 

Classic (rescheduled) @ JRW

Monday, January 12
➔ 5:30 p.m. 8th Boys Basketball @ JRW
➔ 6 p.m. Parent Council

Tuesday, January 13
➔ 2:40 p.m. Musical audition workshop
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Thursday, January 15
➔ 4:30 p.m. Swim/Dive photos
➔ 5:30 7/8 Boys Basketball @ JRW

Saturday, January 17
➔ 9 a.m. 8th Boys Basketball Morgan Co 

Tourney @ JRW

Tuesday, January 20
➔ 5 p.m. Wrestling photos
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Boys Basketball Jr 

Mid-State @ JRW

Wednesday, January 21
➔ 5:30 p.m. Wrestling @ JRW

Thursday, January 22
➔ 5:30 p.m. 7/8 Girls Basketball @ JRW

Monday, January 26
➔ 2:40 p.m. Musical audition workshop

Thursday, January 29
➔ 5:30 p.m. Wrestling @ JRW

Saturday, January 31
➔ ISSMA Vocal/Piano Solo and Ensemble

REMEMBER TO PLUG IN YOUR 
CHROMEBOOK AND LET IT CHARGE 

FOR ALL OF WINTER BREAK

KINDNESS 
AMBASSADORS
Wednesday, Jan. 7

Library Conference Room
after announcements

MRS. FLOYD’S
LUNCH GROUP

Tuesday, Jan. 6
Lunch A, B, & C – Rm 11

Pick up your food in the 
cafeteria and join us!

JOIN PARENT COUNCIL
We provide incentives and activities for 
students and staff, plan and work the 

Christmas and Valentine mixers, and bring 
in special treats all year.

We meet once a month in the JRW library. 
Check the newsletter for dates/times.

Scan below for info 
about low-cost 
internet service

❖ Friday, Feb. 28 – Friday, March 14
❖ 1 case = 30 candy bars
❖ Accumulative prizes! Sell…
➢ 1 case = “M” water bottle
➢ 2 cases = Ticket to reward party in May
➢ 4 cases = Lunch package from Chick-Fil-A
➢ AND MANY MORE!

JRW Youth and Leadership students 
have great success in mock conference
   On Sunday, Dec. 7, three JRW Youth and Leadership Club members (Sophia 
Ennis, Violet Leitzman, and Kiyah Orr) participated in a mock legislature. The 
students wrote their own bills that they believe would make good laws. They 
presented and debated their bills in committee. If their bills ranked high enough, they 
had the opportunity to present and debate their bills before the entire House of 
Representatives. If the other representatives voted to pass their bill, it moved to the 
Senate where it was presented and debated there. If it passed the Senate, it was 
read by the governor, and he decided whether or not to sign it into law.
   For the first time in three years, one of our bills was passed into law! It was Sophia 
and Violet's bill regarding contamination of the White River. It also won the 
Outstanding Bill Award, which was based on nominations from the adults and 
advisors present.
   All three of these young ladies made JRW proud and represented us well! They 
were mature, poised, and well-spoken! It takes a lot of guts to get up in front of a 
room of your peers, especially ones you don't even know, and publicly debate your 
ideas! Way to go, Sophia, Violet, and Kiyah!

JRW PARENT COUNCIL MEETING
6 p.m. ⏺ Monday, Jan. 12 ⏺ JRW Library

https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sseal_qW_8S-Bkm-11dYVp2s8JOCC-4aPQHyVtOhJZ0/edit
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
http://inter-state.com/flyerentry/0297PT
http://inter-state.com/flyerentry/0297PT
https://eventlink.com/login/


21st Century 
Scholars

  Indiana’s 21st Century Scholars program 
provides up to 4 years of undergrad tuition to 
income-eligible students at participating 
colleges or universities in Indiana, as well as 
step-by-step guidance and support to make 
sure they succeed in college and receive 
support to finish their degree. Click HERE for 
enrollment eligibility information.
  Contact JRW Guidance if you have any other 
questions.

JRWMS OFFICE INFO
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday

(765) 342-6628
PRINCIPAL Fred Kutruff

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Adam Peterson
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR Mike Johnson

COUNSELORS Jayne Mertz and Lisa O’Neal
SOCIAL WORKER Janelle Floyd

Page 2 Wooden’s Words

   The Indiana Department of Education 
(IDOE) has expanded Indiana Learns, 

a grant program providing qualifying families with $1,000 
to spend on math and English/language arts

Indiana Learns: Tutoring 
Grant for Families

tutoring and approved out-of-school academic programs for their 
students. Eligible families will immediately be able to view available 
funds and schedule approved services after viewing multiple 
learning partners in their area.
   Interested families may visit IndianaLearns.org to check if their 
student is eligible. Families will need to enter the student test 
number (STN) and date of birth to verify eligibility. Locate your 
student’s STN on their ILEARN score report or by contacting the 
school’s guidance office.
   Families with questions may reach out to the Indiana Learns team 
by email or by calling (317) 203-9236.

21st Century 
Scholars 
Automatic 

Enrollment
  After the passage of House 
Enrolled Act (HEA) 1449-2023, 
current 7th and 8th grade Hoosier 
students who receive Free and 
Reduced Price Lunch will be 
automatically enrolled in the 21st 
Century Scholars Program. 
Parents and guardians of eligible 
students no longer need to 
complete an application for their 
student to participate.
 Students who are automatically 
enrolled in the program must 
meet all requirements to obtain 
the scholarship upon graduation.

ABSENCES—DISMISSALS—APPOINTMENTS
To report an absence, to change dismissal, or if you are picking up 
your student for an appointment, please call the attendance office 

before 2 p.m. at 765-342-6628 and choose option #1.

KROGER COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM

Link your Kroger rewards card to our school 
so we can earn $$ when you shop! Visit 

kroger.com, log into your account, click on 
Community Rewards, search for John R. 

Wooden Middle School, and click Enroll. You 
must swipe your card to earn rewards.

Student Services
Student’s last name A-L: Jayne Mertz
Student’s last name M-Z: Lisa O’Neal

Social Worker: Janelle Floyd, LCSW
Student Handbook – An electronic 

version is available on our school website 
under the Home tab or at John R. 

Wooden Student Handbook

JRW Athletic Event Prices
Adults $6

Students $3

After School Tutoring 
Program

The JRW After School Tutoring Program is designed to 
help students struggling with their classes and 
complete homework assignments in a quiet, 

structured environment.

A teacher will work with students from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

afternoons.

Please have your student pick up 
an application in Guidance.
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URBAN AIR TICKET PRICES

Pre-sale (Oct/Nov/Dec): $35
Regular (Jan/Feb/Mar): $40

Late (Apr 1-14): $45
Pre-Deadline: Apr 15-24: $50
Deadline April 25, 2026: $75

 Field Trip: May 7, 2026 

Congratulations
November Students 

of the Month!

L to R: Tucker Sullivan, Kay Engle, 
Aubree Mitchell, and Ryan Barr

  On Wednesday, Dec. 3, the JRW and MHS Youth & Leadership 
Clubs had the opportunity to meet with Lieutenant Governor 
Micah Beckwith. He shared information about his job as the 
Lieutenant Governor of Indiana. Then, he opened it up to a Q & A.
   Favorite quotes from the day: "If you're not hated, you're 
probably not standing for anything." "Show up." (when asked for 
advice he would give to youth) "Leadership can be a lonely place."
  The four JRW students who attended were Bently Fisher, Sophia 
Ennis, Hunter Ennis, and Violet Leitzman (on the right).
  Photo by Christa Mathews

Guys & Dolls Jr. Audition Workshops 
will be held Jan. 13 and 26 in the choir room 
from 2:40 to 4:30 p.m. You can sign up for 
an audition slot and receive the audition 

packet at the first workshop!  Please fill out 
this google form if you have not already 
done so. If you have any questions, see 

Mrs. Long in the choir room.

https://learnmoreindiana.org/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/how-to-enroll/
https://www.instagram.com/johnrwoodenmiddleschool/
https://www.facebook.com/woodenmiddle/
https://twitter.com/JohnRWoodenMS
http://indianalearns.org
mailto:info@indianalearns.org
mailto:jayne.mertz@msdmartinsville.org
mailto:lisa.oneal@msdmartinsville.org
mailto:janelle.floyd@msdmartinsville.org
https://msdofmartinsville.org/john-r-wooden-middle-school/
https://msdofmartinsville.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/JRW-Student-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://msdofmartinsville.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/JRW-Student-Handbook-2024-2025.pdf
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets
https://websites.eventlink.com/s/john-wooden-middle-school/tickets

